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Five Cases of Amblyomma testudinarium Tick Bites in Noto Peninsula, Ishikawa, Japan, 2022-3
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Abstract: We report a series of Amblyomma testudinarium tick
bites that occurred in Noto Peninsula, Ishikawa Prefecture. The
study involves five patients (1 man, 4 women), aged 65 to 86
years, who experienced symptoms between May and June in
2022 and 2023. All patients, residing in coastal villages,
discovered tick bites after engaging in activities such as grass
mowing around their homes or fields. Wild boar sightings were
frequent in their locations. In four cases, a solitary lesion was
observed, whereas in the other, lesions were likely produced by
two ticks with species-level identification of one tick undetermined.

The lesions were located at exposed sites in two cases and non-
exposed in three. Edematous erythema was observed around
the bite site in all cases. Attempts to remove ticks from the skin
surface using the petrolatum method were unsuccessful in two
cases. Lesion centers, including those with ticks on the skin
surface, were excised by a 4 or 5 mm punch biopsy method in
all cases. Minocycline was administered to three patients for
3-7 days. All patients had the resolution of symptoms within a
week after excision. PCR analysis for Rickettsia tamurae in all
five tick specimens yielded negative results.
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